258   A PROPOSAL FOR PAYING OFF DEBT

of for some time past, and is in the thoughts of many
patriots, neither was it properly mine, although I fell readily
into it, when it was first communicated to me.

Though I am almost a perfect stranger in this kingdom,
yet since I have accepted an employment here, of some
consequence as well as profit, I cannot but think myself in
duty bound to consult the interest of a people, among whom
I have been so well received. And if I can be any way in-
strumental towards contributing to reduce this excellent
proposal into a law which being not in the least injurious to
England, will, I am confident, meet with no opposition from
that side, my sincere endeavours to serve this Church and
kingdom will be well rewarded.